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The fungus gains access to the tree either through abrasions                   j
of the bark or directly through the lenticels or breathing
pores.   The bark of the sour orange is very resistant to in-                   !
fection and trees budded six or more inches high on sour
stock are quite resistant.                                                                        f
When a case of brown rot gumming is discovered, the tree                  j
trunk should be treated by cutting away every particle                   ^
of diseased bark and painting the trunk with   bordeaux                   !
mixture paste, made as follows:  one pound of Milestone                   f
and two pounds of unslaked lime with water to make a                  j
thick whitewash.  It is advisable on all heavy, fungus infested                  ;
soils to apply this paste as a preventive to all healthy trees                  \
so situated as to be liable to gum-disease.   This treatment                  j
should be repeated every second year at least.                                        !
\
Botrytis Gumming                                                 I
Another form of gum-disease is caused by the  fungus                 |
Botrytis vulgaris and is fairly common on old lemon trees                 j
growing on low, heavy soils.   It occurs on the trunks and                 1
is characterized by a much less copious flow of gum but a much                  >
more general infection.   The outer bark becomes soft and                 f
dies gradually from the outside inward, differing radically                 *
in this respect from the brown rot gumming.    In moist                 |
weather the disease is accompanied by cushions of small                 l
dark gray fruiting bodies scattered over the surface of the
dead bark.
The proper treatment is to scrape off the outer dead hark,
leaving the inner bark wherever it is alive, and applying the
bordeaux paste. Special tools have been developed for
scraping and they should be kept in the bucket of paste when
not in use. The application of bordeaux paste to healthy
tree trunks is suggested as a good preventive for this
disease.